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QUOTES AND NOTES ON 2005 CALIFORNIA WINE VINTAGE

NAPA VALLEY
Michael Richmond, Director of Winemaking Bouchaine Vineyards, Napa
Variability in grape maturity was greater this year, but the key is that nothing was green.  We anticipate that the result will be complex wines with greater varietal clarity.  We expect not to have wines that are overly robust to the detriment of their varietal definition.  This year should produce wines of modest alcohol and bright acidity.
SOUTH CENTRAL COAST

Steve Peck, Winemaker, Fetzer Vineyards Five Rivers Ranch, Paso Robles
Paso Robles received double the normal rainfall and set a large crop, with bigger berries in general. Following a heat wave where 40 days topped 100 degrees, we fell into a long unusually cool ripening period from mid August through the end of October.  At the Five Rivers Ranch, Syrah produced the highest quality. Tannat should produce a rich black wine with great texture and aroma.  Grenache and Counoise paled from the extreme heat, giving lighter colored wines, which we fermented cooler and pressed off early to highlight the delicate fruit aromas.  We thinned Zinfandel to a sparse one cluster per shoot early in the season. This turned out to be a wise decision as the cool ripening weather was cruel to growers who cropped at higher levels and their fruit continues to struggle to maturity as the rains approach.... 
Josh Beckett, Winemaker, Peachy Canyon Winery, Paso Robles
Exciting, hectic and grateful sum up the Paso Robles 2005 vintage. We had heavy rains in the winter of 2005 from 30-50 inches across the Paso Robles appellation. Growth was slow and crops were looking heavy. We went into our Estate Vineyards three times to drop fruit on the ground. Peachy Canyon began picking first week of September and finished on November 12. The extended harvest was due to the long, slow ripening season, but the cool nights with mild warm days meant balanced fruit. The quality looks outstanding. 
Fred Halloway, Winemaker, Justin Winery & Vineyards, Paso Robles
Paso Robles received ample rain in the fall of 2004, which continued on into the spring of 2005. After several years of drought conditions the vines were very happy and produced a very large crop. The moderate spring time temperatures delayed the maturity, but consistent warm temperatures through the summer made up for the cool spring. As we approached September, we all braced for the on coming harvest, but to our surprise we experienced a very cool fall. This led to extended time on the vine, which led to very dark colors and intense flavors backed up by acids that were retained during the cool fall. The 2005 growing season was a very long maturing process that led to a lot of great flavors.  
Molly Bolhman, Vina Robles, Assistant Winemaker, Paso Robles
Harvest started almost three weeks later than 2004. A month of high heat in July followed by cool temperatures in August slowed things down considerably. Once harvest began, the weather remained perfect for ripening at a steady pace -- clear sunny skies and moderately warm temperatures. This helped to keep acids in balance. Our last grapes were harvested on November 5 (six weeks later than 2004!). Quality is expected to be very good, especially on Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah.

SIERRA FOOTHILLS

Michelle Sfara, Owner/Winemaker, Sierra Vista Vineyards and Winery, Placerville
Our harvest began on September 5 with Sauvignon Blanc grapes from an Amador County vineyard.  Then we had a long wait before we began harvesting our estate fruit on September 23.  With a late spring followed by a moderate summer into early fall, the fruit had a very long hang time which led to great development of flavors.  The balance of acidity and pH was exceptional across the board for our estate vineyards. Viognier, Syrah and Mourvedre are showing great promise.  Overall 2005 will be a very good vintage for us.  
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
Michele Lasgoity, Co-owner, Chateau Lasgoity Winery, Madera
While the harvest was challenging in waiting for the fruit to mature, in the end it was well worth the wait. The grapes had excellent sugar and acid balance. Of note is the quality of the Syrah and Grenache for our Rhone-style blend and the Merlot looks to have a bright future. 
SONOMA COUNTY

Paul Ahvenainen, Director of Winemaking, Korbel Champagne Cellars, Guerneville
This has been an intense season.  The crop has turned out to be bigger than expected.  At the beginning of the harvest, we projected crushing 12,500 tons of grapes at Korbel for its champagne program, but processed a total of 15,034 tons this year, a new record.  The previous record was 14,286 tons in year 2000.  Pinot Noir came in slightly lower in tonnage than expected, but yielded good quality for premium cuvees.  The Chardonnay crop was heavier than expected but gave way to light and crisp chardonnay cuvee wines with good natural acidity and balanced fruit flavors.  Although too early to judge the season as a whole, quality seems to be very high with crisp and fresh cuvee wines.  
Pat Henderson, Winemaker, Kenwood Vineyards, Kenwood
The cooler than average September weather, and the resulting slow ripening, appears to have really benefited our white wines, particularly Sauvignon Blanc.  The 2005 Sauvignon Blanc wines are showing very generous fresh fruit and layers of complexity.  The next phase of the harvest is focused on the red varieties, particularly the reserve ranches for our Artist Series and Jack London.  This will be the 30th year that Kenwood has made wine from the London Ranch, formerly owned by California's Jack London, the prolific and influential writer of such books as 'Call of the Wild' and 'White Fang.’  
Dan Abela, Winemaker, Lake Sonoma Winery, Healdsburg

With a significant portion of the crop in, we’ve fermented Saini Old Vine Zinfandel from Dry Creek Valley and Cabernet Sauvignon from the Alexander Valley.  The Zinfandel crop is big with sugars where they need to be and flavors that are nice and ripe.  The cool weather has helped pace the harvest, so that everything is coming in a steady fashion, rather than all at once.
Randy Meyer, Winemaker, Valley of the Moon Winery, Glen Ellen
Comparing the 2005 harvest to the 1997 season, whereby California had another large crop with exceptional quality, particularly in red wines, it appears that the color and aroma intensity of the reds are exceptional this year.
MONTEREY
Rich Smith, Owner/Grower, Paraiso Vineyards, Santa Lucia Highlands, Monterey County
As with most other Central Coast vineyards, we were surprised by the fairly heavy crop loads – happily, aggressive early dropping of fruit and canopy management have made for some wonderful sugar /acid balances in the Pinot Noir fruit arriving at the crush pad.  I’m very enthusiastic about the eventual ’05 vintage - early indications point to truly sensational 2005 Pinots from the Santa Lucia Highlands appellation.  Paraiso is a rugged, mountainous 400-acre estate that I have farmed for thirty-plus years for our Paraiso brand.  Along with our neighbors Pisoni and Mer Soleil, Paraiso anchors the southern end of Monterey’s Santa Lucia Highlands.

Jeff Meier, Vice President of Winemaking, J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines, Monterey
Marking the winery’s first crop of the coveted Pinot Noir grape, J. Lohr Arroyo Seco vineyard manager Agapito Vazquez reports “color, flavor and pH all excellent” for the debut 96-ton harvest.  Elsewhere in these estate vineyards, Chardonnay grape harvesting began mid-September from Dijon clones 4 and 5, known for their temperate sugars and acidity. The Valdiguié grape is already showing fantastic colors, but will be harvested last from these vineyards, when sugars aspire to 24° Brix. Riesling is showing golden juice with concentrated flavors.  As ripening continues, Jeff Meier predicts greater-than-average yields and an intense vintage.
Kurt Gollnick, COO of Scheid Vineyards, Monterey County 
We had an extremely mild growing season, and as a result, the vines did not undergo stress.  Happy vines produce larger crops.  We opened the Scheid winery and received our first grapes on September 2nd.  The winery became fully operational during our Grand Opening on October 7th.  This is a wonderful development not only for Scheid Vineyards, but for Monterey County as a whole.  We’re pleased to report that the winery is being fully utilized and the preliminary quality coming from the state of the art fermentors is exceeding expectations.
