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Monterey County 2005 vintage
Doug Meador, Owner, Ventana Vineyards and Meador Estate, Monterey
The Monterey County wine grape harvest is continuing into mid November, with many vintners still very busy with harvest.  This is not unusual for Monterey, which is known for its slow , leisurely ripening from extended hang time.  Bud-break occurred late February which is typically two weeks ahead of other regions.  The extra month of hang time on the vine produces fruit forward characteristics that differentiate Monterey from other regions.  
At Ventana Vineyards, there was huge crop potential due to a mild growing season which required large green-dropping for crop size management.  The resulting white grape varietals (Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Gewurztraminer, Riesling and Chenin Blanc) are excellent and well worth the extra effort and expense.
Ventana’s red grape varietals (Syrah, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Sangiovese and Grenache) also showed a potential for a large crop load.  Again, substantial early thinning of fruit load is resulting in gorgeous wine from the fermentors with excellent color and flavors.
Overall, the farming season weather has been very good.  An early season mildew attack required a strong defense and received immediate correction.  The fall ripening season has been superb allowing full ripening with no botrytis pressures at all.  The crew at Ventana is delighted with the excellent quality and quantity of the 2005 harvest in Arroyo Seco.

Ridge Watson of Joullian Vineyards has noted that cluster counts were about normal in Carmel Valley, but heavier cluster weights increased tonnage up to 20 percent in many varieties, both red and white.  He notes that the color has been excellent in the reds although all the Bordeaux varieties appear to have slightly thicker, more tannic skins which he feels bodes well for complexity and aging potential.
Further South in Monterey County, Scott Storm of Lockwood vineyards comments, “We started harvest in mid-September with Sauvignon Blanc and expect to be picking fruit into November.  To put this into perspective, in 2004, we finished off our harvest the first week in October.  Fortunately, in Monterey we rarely receive the poor weather conditions that can pose challenges with late harvest.  Virtually no rainfall to date and no extremes in hot and cold weather work in our favor.  The result is that we’ve received the positives of a long hang time.”  In the new San Bernabe AVA, Bill Petrovic of Delicato’s San Bernabe Vineyard notes, “Fantastic yields and quality.  The whites have stellar flavor profiles and the reds are coming in with phenomenal fruit forward flavors.”
All of the vintners and growers in Monterey look forward to showing the wine community and the consumers the 2005 vintage wines.
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